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her performances. " I can truthfully say," he wrote,
" that never in my entire life have I seen anything more
beautiful, more moving, and more perfect than her
Royal Highness when she sang and danced."

Maria Theresa was, in fact, acquiring all the graces
and the manners of a successful Princess. She was
being trained to be a young lady in the dullest sense of
the word, and it is one of the most remarkable facts
about this remarkable woman that when the time
came, she was able to change from a mere Court lady,
from a disinterested observer of politics, into a woman
of action and of independent views.

It is difficult to say at what point or through what
experience in her early youth she began to think.
Probably her mind was maturing gradually, though this
process was not obvious to outside observers until she
came to the throne. Undoubtedly also she had been
taught that it is not a woman's place to express an
opinion about politics. But by the time she was
eighteen, when she herself knew she was the Habsburg
heir, she had become markedly ambitious, and she
sometimes showed signs of her future perspicacity and
judgment. Sir Thomas Robinson, then the English
Minister in Vienna, to whom she admitted that she was
more interested in affairs of State than a young lady
should be, wrote in 1735 to Lord Harrington : " She is
a princess of the highest spirit; her father's losses are
her own; she admires his virtues but condemns his
mismanagement; and is of a temper so formed for rule
and ambition as to look upon him as little more than
her administrator."